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Federal Pell Grant Program

2011 Crossover Payment Period

Pell Grant Rules

Pell Recalculations

2011-12 Update



Pell Grant Changes

DCL P-11-02
ÅDepartment of Defense and Full-Year Continuing 

Appropriations Act 2011

ïMaintains $5,550 maximum Pell Grant award 

for 2011-12 award year

ÅUse 2011-12 Payment Schedules published 

in Dear Colleague Letter P-11-01

ïRepeals Two Pell Scheduled Awards beginning 

with 2011-12 award year

ÅEligible students may still receive 2010-11 

2nd Scheduled Award funds



Pell Grant Changes

DCL  P-11-02
ÅDepartment of Defense and Full-Year Continuing 

Appropriations Act 2011

ïWaives regulatory requirement for comparison 

of award years and payment of higher Pell 

dollars in crossover payment period



2011-12 Pell Grant 

ÅStudent may receive only one Scheduled Award 

in the award year ï100% maximum

ÅStudent may be eligible for payment at any 

enrollment status

ÅAcademic year progression is not applicable for 

Pell awards



Initial Calculation 

&

Recalculation



Initial Calculation

ÅAn initial calculation is the first calculation of a 

studentôs Federal Pell Grant award.

ÅThe institution must use the current, documented 

enrollment status (may be a projected status).

ÅIf no date documented, the date of initial calculation 

is the later of:

ïProcessed date of the initial SAR or ISIR, or

ïDate the student enrolls



Date of Initial Calculation

ÅEarliest possible date is date of receipt of an EFC 

from an ED product (assuming Pell Payment 

Schedule has been issued), such as:

ïSAR or ISIR with an official EFC (processing  

date)

ïFAA Access EFC

ïFAFSA on the Web EFC

ÅSchool may choose a later date such as 

completion of verification



Required Recalculation

ÅEnrollment status changes between terms 

ÅStudent never begins attendance in one or more 

classes



Required Recalculation
ÅLump sum payment according to work completed in 

prior payment periods

ïMust use final enrollment status of prior terms with 

no disbursements

ïIf final enrollment status for the term is different 

from initial calculation, must recalculate

ïInclude in enrollment status only courses 

completed (includes earned Fôs and incompletes)

ïCannot include drops or withdrawals in enrollment 

status 



Institutional Options

ÅRecalculations for changes in enrollment status

ïRecalculates for all changes in enrollment 

status during the term

ïDoes not recalculate for changes in enrollment 

status at any time in a term after initial 

calculation (assumes student has begun all 

classes)

ïDoes not recalculate after a Pell recalculation 

date



Institutional Options 
ÅMay have a Pell recalculation date

ïFor term

ïBy course

ÅA studentôs ultimate Pell recalculation date 

for the term is the Pell recalculation date of 

the last course the student attends or is 

expected to attend

ÅIf a student drops, withdraws from, or adds a 

class before Pell recalculation date, must 

recalculate based on any change in enrollment 

status through that Pell recalculation date



Valid SAR/ISIR and New EFC

ÅReceipt of a valid SAR or valid ISIR after an initial 

calculation with a new EFC requires recalculating 

a studentôs award

ÅEnrollment status used after an initial calculation 

depends on whether

ïSAR/ISIR is received in the term, and 

ïA disbursement has been made for a prior term



Valid SAR/ISIR and New EFC

ÅNo disbursement for a term has been made

ïIf receive a valid SAR or valid ISIR in a term:

Åmust use the effective enrollment status for that 

term under the institutionôs policies for 

recalculations 

ïIf receive a valid SAR or valid ISIR in a subsequent 

term:

Ådisbursement for a prior term is based on the 

enrollment for the work completed in the prior 

term 



Valid SAR/ISIR and New EFC

ÅDisbursements have been made

ïIf receive a valid SAR or valid ISIR in a term:

Åmust use the effective enrollment status for that 

term under the institutionôs policies for 

recalculations 

ïIf receive a valid SAR or valid ISIR in a subsequent 

term:

Åmust use the effective enrollment status under 

the institutionôs policies for recalculations for a 

prior term with a disbursement 



Multiple Reporting Records

Concurrent Enrollment

&

Potential Overaward Process



Concurrent Enrollment

Å Student may not receive a Pell Grant at two or more schools 

concurrently

ïRegardless of whether from the 1st or 2nd Scheduled Award

ïSeparate from the POP process

Å If concurrent enrollment appears to exist (reported enrollment dates 

within 30 days of each other), COD sends the school that submitted 

the disbursement Warning Edit 069 

ïMRR is issued to reporting school and all other schools with 

accepted disbursement information in COD for that student and 

that award year

Å Concurrent enrollment must be resolved

ïOne school must back out its payment (if actual concurrent 

enrollment)



Potential Overaward Process (POP)

ÅPOP based upon student receiving no more than 

one  Scheduled Pell Grant award in an award year 

(100%)

ÅIf student meets certain conditions, law now 

allows a student to receive two Scheduled Pell 

Grant awards in an award year (200%)

ÅCOD will continue to monitor based on 100% of a 

Scheduled Award

ïUnless AEI is set to ñtrueò



Potential Overaward Process (POP)

ÅA student may receive disbursements from more than 

one Attended School 

ïWhen more than one Attended school reports 

disbursements for a student, COD checks that 

more than 100% eligibility has not been used

ïNo single school may pay more than 100%

ÅIf the COD system receives disbursement information 

that student has received more than 100% of 

Scheduled Award, student is in a POP situation


